Celebrate Kindergarten!

September

Kindergarten is off to a great start!  

Skills to practice at home:  

*Tying shoes

*Zipping, snapping, and buttoning coats (winter will be coming)

*Writing first name using a capital first letter followed by lowercase letters  (Example:  John, not JOHN)

*Writing numbers and letters using verbal patways (sent home)
*Identifying and drawing basic shapes (circle, square, rectangle, triangle)

*Reciting full name, address and phone number
Watch for a note coming home soon about the “Book It!” reading program.  This program runs from October – March
To become a good reader, young children need to be read to daily… so READ!  READ!  READ to your child! 
How Can I Help At Home?
Basic School Routines

1. Check backpack and folder every night to model the importance of being organized and prepared for each school day.

2. The first bell rings at 8:00 and school starts at 8:05.  If your child arrives at school before 8:00, he/she should go directly to the playground to ensure proper supervision.

3. At the end of the day, please wait by the outside doors in the front, back or side of school and come into the school when the bell rings to pick up your child.  Waiting by our classroom door can be a distraction from their learning.  Thank you, it is very much appreciated!

4. Appropriately dress your child for the weather.  Warm jackets, hats, snow pants, mittens and boots are essentials that will be needed soon.  When it snows, extra socks and mittens may also be needed.

5. If your child is late or will be leaving early, please check in at the office with Mrs. Gozy before coming to the classroom.

Reading/Language Arts

1. Read to your child every night.

2. Participate in the Book It! Reading program starting in October.

3. Practice letter sounds using the sound chart (attached) or by playing simple games:  What sound starts this word?  Let’s make a list of words that start with the ____ sound.

4. Help your child write and draw about things that interest him/her. 
Math

1. Practice making the numbers 1-10.

2. Count Objects around the house. 

3. Look for patterns in our environment.

4. Practice counting to 50.  

Oral Language

1. Help your child prepare for the “Sharing Bag”.  Talk about what he/she might say. (Information coming soon)
2. Talk to your child about school.  Be specific with your questions.  (What book did Mrs. Schafer read to you today?  What did you draw and write about in Writer’s Workshop, or Journal?  Tell me about the game you played in Gym.)

Fine Motor

1. Encourage your child to color or draw at least 1 picture a week.  Talk about color choices and give advice about how to draw people or objects.

2. Practice writing first name using a capital letter at the beginning followed by all small letters.  Example:  John not JOHN.

3. Practice zipping, buttoning, snapping and practice tying shoes.

Behavior

1. Expect your child to follow directions when given the first time.

2. We are working hard to say please and thank you.  Listen for polite words at home.

3. Help your child learn not to interrupt others when they are talking.  Develop some type of signal such as placing your hand on a shoulder or holding your child’s hand to give a clue that you are not finished talking with others yet but they should wait because what he/she has to say is important.

Thank you for your help at home.  Together we will make your child’s first formal school year successful and enjoyable!  If you have any questions, please feel free to stop by for a chat, send a note, e-mail 
schafern@fortschools.mail.org
or phone the school 563-7818.  Thank you!
Sincerely,

Mrs. Schafer

